
John William Maerhofer, Ph.D.
947 Montgomery Street, apt. 16E
Brooklyn, NY 11213

Tel: (917) 940-8385

Email: jmaerhofer@gmail.com
Education
Ph.D. in English, City University of New York Graduate School and University Center, New York, 2007

Dissertation: “Philosophies of Confrontation: Aesthetic and Political Vanguardism, 1917-1956.”


MA in English.  City University of New York at Queens College, New York, 1999
Thesis: “Irrationality of Expression: Forms of the Paradox in Samuel Beckett’s Trilogy, Molloy, Malone Dies, and the Unnamable.”

BA in English (Japanese Studies Minor), State University of New York
 at Stony Brook, New York, 1994

Teaching and Research Interests
World literature and transnational aesthetics and politics; postcolonial literature, theory, and film; eco-criticism and radical environmentalism; modernism and the avant-garde; 19th-21st century comparative poetry and poetics; Marxism; world cinema; musicology; South Asian Studies; Japanese intellectual and political history; Asian Diaspora Studies; writing pedagogies.
Teaching Experience

8/19-present

Full-time Teaching Instructor, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, Department of Writing Studies

8/18-5/20

Adjunct Professor, Hofstra University, Department of Writing Studies and Rhetoric

9/14-5/19
Adjunct Assistant Professor, College of Staten Island, CUNY, Department of English

8/13-5/14
Adjunct faculty in English, University of Rhode Island
8/12-7/13
Visiting Assistant Professor of Global Literatures and Postcolonial Studies, Roger Williams University, Bristol, Rhode Island, Department of English Literature and Creative Writing

9/10-5/12
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Bronx Community College and Hostos Community College, CUNY Department of English

8/03-8/18   
Adjunct Lecturer & Adjunct Assistant Professor (2007-2018), Queens College, CUNY, Department of English

9/03-1/04
Teaching Assistant, Department of English (Teaching Practicum), LaGuardia Community College, CUNY
10/00- 3/02
Heart Language School, Mito-Shi, Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan



Assistant Curriculum Coordinator and Instructor of English


7/99 - 8/00
The Japan Exchange & Teaching Programme (JET Program) Assistant Teacher, Department of Education, Saitama, Japan

Courses Taught

Introduction to Composition and Academic Writing (beginning to advanced levels)
Science & Technical Writing/Business Writing
Introduction to Poetry, Fiction, and Drama

Modern and Contemporary Literary and Cultural Theory

World Myth and Symbol

American Literature Survey II (post-1945)

African American Literature Survey II

British Literature I & II 

World Literatures I & II

Introduction to Postcolonial Studies

Seminars and Graduate Courses
The End of Nature or the End of Capital? (Interdisciplinary Honors Seminar, Rutgers University Honors College, fall 2021)

· The objective of this seminar is to highlight strategies for building solidarity around environmental concerns inside and outside the classroom space through an interdisciplinary perspective. A particular focus of this seminar will be on understanding how systemic forces have accelerated ecological degradation, and the ways writers, filmmakers, and activists in the last decade engage these issues outside of the paradigms set by mainstream discourse.

Exiles, Migrants, and the Politics of Sanctuary (Seminar, summer 2018, Queens College)

· This seminar will investigate the images of the exile and the migrant in contemporary literature, non-fiction, and film from a global perspective. Additionally, this course analyzes anti-immigrant racism, the “Muslim Ban,” imperialist war, and resistance to structural policy targeting migrants, including the politics of sanctuary and its implications. 

Revolutionary Lives (Seminar, summer 2017, Queens College)
· What does it mean to commit to a revolutionary life? How do authors, filmmakers and intellectuals negotiate questions of radical politics and resistance via writing and other forms of cultural production? What do the lives of past revolutionaries tell us about political struggle in our contemporary world? This course will investigate these critical questions to understand the history of radical thought and activism from the 1960’s to the present. 
Narrating the Planet: Ecological Crisis and the Question of Sustainability (fall 2016, spring & fall 2017, Queens College)

· How as the earth been changed by human activities? What does the history of ecological imperialism tell us about the current climate crisis? What forms or resistance have been generated to fight continual ecological dispossession and destruction? This course invites students to grapple with such questions in environmental criticism.
Archives of the global South: Asia in Context (spring 2016 & 2018, Queens College)

· Focusing predominantly on South/Southeast Asia, significant attention in this course was given to demarcating the “global South,” a term which entertains both geographical and theoretical inquiry. Themes such as economic deprivation, environmental catastrophe, systemic violence, war, hunger, and displacement were discussed in relation to the question of the role of cultural producers and activists in the persistent struggle to obtain social justice and equality in their respective locals.

Postcolonial Contemporaries: Text, Theory, Film (Senior seminar fall 2013, University of Rhode Island)

· Focus on postcolonial writers and filmmakers from 2000 to the present. Readings from postcolonial theory also reinforce critical inquiry into the prevalence and meaning of “the postcolonial” today.

Good Asian/Bad Asian: Outcastes, Radicals, and Exiles (Senior seminar spring 2013, Roger Williams University)

· This course investigated the concept of “Other Asias” in the literature, theory, and film of the 20th/21st centuries, emphasizing radical, outcast, and exiled voices that linger in the margins in the prevailing discourse of the “Asian Century.”

Postcolonial Drama and Film, 1962-Present (Senior seminar fall 2012, Roger Williams University)

· This course analyzed aspects of dramatic works and films from the 1960’s to the contemporary period that document the expanding configurations of postcoloniality and the question of Third World aesthetics and politics.

Said, Kristeva, and Jameson (M.A. theory seminar, summer 2009, Queens College)

· As a graduate seminar in modern and contemporary theory, this course focused specifically on three authors (Edward Said, Julia Kristeva, and Fredric Jameson) who have transformed literary and cultural studies in the last 30 years.

Caribbean Literature and Film, 1960-Present (spring 2007 & 2009, Queens College)

· Focusing on writers and filmmakers from the Anglophone and Francophone Caribbean, this course intended to familiarize students with the history and tradition of Caribbean literary and cultural production from Négritude to the contemporary era.

Modernism & the Avant-Garde (summer 2003, Queens College)

· The intention of this course was to introduce and familiarize students with major and minor writers in the modernist tradition, from 1900-1950.
Publications
Books
Rethinking the Vanguard: Aesthetic and Political Positions in the Modernist Debate, 1917-1962. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2009.
Guerrilla Ecologies: Green Capital, Nature, and the Politics of Catastrophe. Under contract with Routledge. Forthcoming, September 2023.
Articles

“Mushroom Dialectics: Green Capital, Nature, and the Politics of Eco-Militancy.” The Journal for the Study of Radicalism. Forthcoming, 2022. 
“Ecological multiplicity against capitalist hegemony in India” Roar Magazine, 2021.
“Alain Badiou’s Metapolitics: Language, Politics, and the Collective Subject. “The Brotherwise Dispatch, 2020.
“How Spain’s Vox Fortifies Neo-fascist Internationalism.” Roar Magazine, 2019.
Let Us Dance under the Blood-drenched Flag: AIPWA, Mass Politics, and the Aesthetics of Anti-Imperialism.” South Atlantic Review, special issue on “Political Literature,” 2018.
“Can Starving People Go on Hunger Strike? The Maoist Movement in India and the Global Revolution.” International Critical Thought (official journal of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences), 2017.
“The Bolshevik Revolution and the Legacy of Anti-imperialism.” Monthly Review Online, 2017.

“Radicalizing the Sanctuary Movement.” LeftEast, 2017.

“Lukács, Mariátegui, and the Dialectical Roots of Edu-Activism.” Works & Days 65/66,67/68, Vol.33&34, 2016-17.
“Scarce Democracy: India’s Elections and the Legitimation of Neo-Fascism.” Axis of Logic, 2014. 
“Undermining Capitalist Pedagogy: Takiji Kobayashi’s Tōseikatsusha and the Ideology of the World Literature Paradigm.” Cultural Logic, 2013.
“Inter-imperialism and Neo-Fascism in Japan.” Axis of Logic, 2010.
“Algeria Revisited: Imperialism, Resistance, and the Dialectic of Violence in Mohammed Dib’s the Savage Night.” Contemporary Arabic Literatures Special Edition of College Literature 37.1 (winter 2010): 204-223.

“The Rhetoric of Change in Japanese Politics.” Axis of Logic, 2009.
“Aimé Césaire and the Crisis of Aesthetic and Political Vanguardism.” Cultural Logic 10th Anniversary Issue, 2007, http://clogic.eserver.org/2007/2007.html

“The Esthetics of Translation: An Examination of Ezra Pound’s Translation Theory.” Paideuma 29.3 (winter 2000): 85-109.

Reviews
Socialism & Democracy
· Kanishka Chowdhury’s Human Rights Discourse in the Post-9/11 Age, 2020
· “Beyond Resistance: Arundhati Roy and the Rhetoric of Anti-Capitalism,” a review essay of Arundhati Roy’s Capitalism: A Ghost Story.
· Stephen Eric Bronner’s Modernism at the Barricades: Aesthetics, Politics, Utopia. 2015.
· S.S. Prawer’s Karl Marx and World Literature. 2012.

· Mike Brown’s the Historiography of Communism. 2011.

American Book Review

· “The Logic of the Anti-Aesthetic.” A review of Chandler Brossard's Over the 

Rainbow? Hardly: Collected Short Seizures. March/April 2008.
· “Modernism and Diffidence.” A review of Ezra Pound: A Literary Life by Ira Nadel. July/August 2005.

· “Almost Human.” A review of Doubting Thomas by Kirby Olsen. May/June 2003.

· “Zen Lunacy: Therapeutic?” A review of Poets on the Peaks by John Sutter. September/October 2002.
Science & Society
Chris Harmon’s Zombie Capitalism: Global Crisis and the Relevance of Marx. 2012.
Conference Presentations
“Radical Pedagogy in the Era of Technofascism.” The Modern Language Association Annual Conference, 2023.

“Mehboob Khan’s Roti and the Politics of Anticolonial Nationalism.” Socialist World Cultures, University of Santa Cruz, 2022.

“Globalectical Struggle and the Limits of Utopian Nonviolence in Rivera Sun’s the Dandelion Insurrection.” The American Studies Association Annual Conference, 2021.

“Antinomies of the Post-Turn: Marcuse, Counterrevolution, and the Global Present.” The Modern Language Association Annual Conference, 2021.

Panelist and Panel Organizer: “Climate Activist Pedagogies.” The Modern Language Association Annual Conference, 2021. Paper title: “Reform/Revolution and the Struggle for Eco-Communism.”  
“Teaching Against Objectivity: Edu-Solidarity and the Politics of Academic Neutrality.” The Modern Language Association Annual Conference, 2020.
Panel Organizer: “Race, Class, Gender, and the University: Struggles within and beyond Campus Walls.” Left Forum, 2019. Paper title: “The Politics of Academic Objectivity.” 

“Guerilla Fever: Asian Internationalism and the New Left Imaginary.” The American Comparative Literature Association Conference, 2019.

Panelist Organizer: “Teaching the Right from the Left: A Roundtable.” The Modern Language Association Annual Conference, 2019. Paper title: “Edu-Activism as Praxis: Teaching Kobayashi’s Kani Kosen via Contemporary Class Struggle.”
Panelist and Panel Organizer: “Against the Imperial University.” Left Forum, 2018. Paper title: “The Semi-Public Intellectual and the State of the Imperial University.”

Panelist and Panel Organizer, “Beyond Red Straw Men: Recovering the Richness and Radicalism of the International Communist Literary Movement.” The Marxist Literary Group Summer Institute on Culture and Society, 2018. Paper title: “Socialist Realism and the Ideology of Third World Liberation: Liang Bin’s Keep the Red Flag Flying and the Anti-imperialist ‘Cultural Army.’”
Panelist and Panelist Organizer: “John Smith’s Imperialism in the 21st Century: A Roundtable Discussion on Class Struggle in the Age Crisis Capitalism.” The Marxist Literary Group Summer Institute on Culture and Society, 2017.

Panelist and Panel Organizer: “Sanctuary and Struggle: The Neoliberal University in an Age of Neo-Fascism.” The Left Forum, 2017. Paper title: “Sanctuary, Internationalism, and the Struggle against the Adjunct Economy.”

“Contingencies within Freedom: The Virasam-Revolutionary Writers’ Movement and India’s Postcolonial Present.” The Modern Language Association Annual Conference, 2017.

Panel Organizer: and Chair: “Revolutionary Pasts and Futures.” The Modern Language Association Annual Conference, 2017.

“Yesterday’s Dream is a Weapon: Varavara Rao and Contemporary Radicalism in India.” 45th Annual Conference on South Asia, 2016.

“Counterrevolution, Reform, and the Politics of Freedom.” The Left Forum, 2016.

“A River of Blood-Red Syllables: Varavara Rao’s Captive Imagination and the Dialectic of the Proletarian Sublime.” The American Comparative Literature Association Conference, 2016.

Panelist and Panel Organizer: “Kashmir Unfinished: Aesthetics, Politics, and Solidarity.” South Asian Literary Association, 2016. Paper title: “Hands Blossoming into Fists: Agha Shahid Ali’s The Country without a Post Office and the Ideology of the Deep State.”

“Let Us Dance under the Blood-drenched Flag: AIPWA, Mass Politics and the Aesthetics of Anti-Imperialism.” Modernist Studies Association Annual Conference, 2015.

“Invisible Economies of Being: Caste Privilege and the Racist Roots of Capitalist Globalization.” The Marxist Literary Group Summer Institute on Culture and Society, 2015.

Panelist and Panel Organizer: “How Should We as Comrades Respond to the Ferguson Rebellion and #BlackLivesMatter?” The Left Forum, 2015. Paper title: “Sprouted from Oppression: Internationalism and the Ferguson Rebellion.”

Panelist and Panel Organizer: “Faculty Solidarity in the Wake of the Salaita Case: Facing Assaults on Tenure, Hiring, Pay, and Academic Freedom in the Corporatized University.” A Panel Sponsored by the MLA Radical Caucus. MLA Subconference, 2015. Paper title: “Materializing Cross-Class Solidarity: Contingent Labor, Academic Sovereignty, and the Limits of the Corporatized University.”

Panelist and Special Session Co-Organizer: “Human Rights and Postcolonial Discourse.” The South Atlantic Modern Language Association Annual Conference, 2014. Paper title: “Capital Corporeality: Debt Bondage and the Dialectic of Diasporic Space in Carlos Bulosan’s America is in the Heart.”
“Can Starving People Go on Hunger Strike? Arundhati Roy and Maoist Globalectics.” The Left Forum, 2014.

“Irrepressible Continuums: José Carlos Mariátegui and the Dialectic of Subaltern Insurgency.” The Left Forum, 2014.

“Antinomies of the “Leibnizian Conceit”: Radical Universality and the Critique of Poquismo Ideology.” The American Comparative Literature Association Conference, 2014.

“Historicizing Anonymity: Bulosan, Padmanabhan, and the Corporeality of Imperial Debt.” The American Studies Association Annual Meeting, 2013.

Panelist and Panel Chair: “Building Transnational Solidarity: Resistance Literature and Film in the Wake of the Arab Spring.” Rethinking Marxism, 2013. Paper title: “Godard, Roy and the Politics of Transnationality.”

Panelist and Panel Chair. “Globalizing Revolution:  New Perspectives on History, Theory, and Praxis.” The Left Forum, 2013.  

Paper title: “Subalternity and the Leftist Insurgencies in South Asia: A Marxist Critique.”

“Hybridity as Displacement: Radical Form and the Dialectic of Postcolonial Memory.” The American Comparative Literature Association Conference, 2013. Panel organized and Chaired by Ato Quayson, University of Toronto.
Panelist and Panel Chair. “Literature and the Radical Left.”  The Modern Language Association Annual Convention, 2013. Paper title: “Migrating Centers: Radical Transnationalism in the ‘Autumn of Capital.’”

“Internationalism and the Historical Context of Takiji Kobayashi's 'Life in the Party,’ 1920-1937.” The Left Forum, 2012.

“Writing against Postcoloniality: From Residual Autonomy to Emergent Class Consciousness in Arundhati Roy and Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o.” The Modern Language Association Annual Convention, 2012.

“Not yet Postcolonial? Arundhati Roy and the Contemporary Resistance Model.” 

The Modern Language Association Annual Convention, 2012.
“Postcoloniality, Class Struggle, and the Politics of ‘World Literature.’” The Northeast Modern Language Association, 2011.

“Historicizing the Personal: Working-Class Oppression, Imperialism, and Revolutionary Commitment in Takiji Kobayashi’s Tōseikatsusha.” The Modern Language Association Annual Convention, 2011.
Panelist and Panel Co-Organizer: “Undermining Capitalism: The Stella D’Oro Strike, Committed Art, and Revolutionary Change.” The Left Forum, 2010. Paper title: “Overcoming Subsumption: Revolutionary Value and the Kani Kosen ‘Boom.’”

Panelist and Panel Organizer: “Cultural Re-Intervention: The ‘New’ Imperialism,

Postcoloniality, and the Crisis of ‘Resistance Literature.’” Rethinking Marxism, 2009. Paper title: “Political Commitment in the Era of Crisis Capital.”

“Our Word is Our Weapon: Manifestoes of Third World Revolutions.” The American Comparative Literature Association Conference, 2009.

Panelist and Panel Organizer: “(Re) Theorizing Revolution: Radical Culture in the Contemporary Period.” The Northeast Modern Language Association Convention, 2009.

“Aimé Césaire’s Legacy: Négritude and the Ideology of Third World Revolution.” The Northeast Modern Language Association Convention, 2009.

“Algeria Revisited: Imperialism, Resistance and the Dialectic of Violence in Mohammed Dib’s the Savage Night.” The Modern Language Association Annual Convention, 2008.

Panelist and Panel Organizer: “Rethinking the Vanguard: Aesthetic and Political Positions in the Postmodern Debate.” The Northeast Modern Language Association Convention, 2008.
“Negotiating Vanguardism: Surrealism, Marxism, and the Praxis of the Manifesto.” The Northeast Modern Language Association Convention, 2007.
“Philosophies of Confrontation: Aimé Césaire, Antonio Negri, and the Collective Praxis of Subversion.” Rethinking Marxism, 2006.

 “Aimé Césaire and the Crisis of Aesthetic and Political Vanguardism.”
Poetry and Politics, the University of Stirling, Scotland, 2006.

Invited Talks and Public Lectures
“Kisan Morcha and Sikhi: Neoliberal Violence, Hindutva Fascism and the Left.” Hofstra University, 2021. Paper Title: “Biopiracy, Eco-fascism, and Land-commoning Struggles in India.”
“Rupturing the Walls of Discontent: Racialized Borders and the Political Economy of Imperial Citizenship.” Hofstra University, 2019.

“One Nation, Under ALEC: Confronting Exploitation through Activist Research.” Left Forum, New York, 2018. Paper title: “Writing Against Management Culturalism.”

“Points of Resistance: Agitation and Activism in the Age of Trump.” Left Forum, 2018. Paper title: “Sanctuary Radicalism and the Struggle for Campus Justice.”

“’What’s going on?’ Imperialism and the Current Crisis.” The Left Forum, New York, 2017. Paper title: “Imperialism, Neo-fascism, and the Crisis of Working-class Consciousness.”

“Identities of Position: Academic Labor, Internationalism, and the Struggle against Management Culturism.” Global Resistance in the Neoliberal University: Professional Staff Congress the City University of New York International Conference, 2017.

Featured Speaker: “Walking with the Comrades…Is the Torch Passing?” A discussion of the Maoist Movement is South Asia and its implications on anti-imperialist resistance movements around the globe. The Center for Marxist Education, Cambridge, MA, 2014.

Roundtable Talk: “Literature and Life after Capitalism: Socialism, Barbarism, Communism, or Just More Capitalism?” Paper title: “Revisiting Conscientization: Subalternity and the ‘New’ Communism.” The Modern Language Association Annual Convention, 2014.

“Japanese Proletarian Radicalism.” The Labor and Working-Class History Association National Conference, 2013. 
“International Perspectives on War, Crisis and Public Education.”
War and Public Education: A Teach-in at Queens College, 2010.
“The Struggle for Public Universities in the Time of War and Capitalist Crisis.”

Economic Crisis and the Future of Education Forum at Ramapo College, 2009.

University and Institutional Service
· Business and Technical Writing Curriculum Committee, Rutgers University
· Academic Integrity Officer, Rutgers University

· Past President (2017-2021) and Steering Committee Member (2010-) of the Radical Caucus of the Modern Language Association
· Organizer, International Solidarity Committee, Professional Staff Congress (CUNY faculty union), 2014-2019
· Co-author and research consultant for National Endowment for the Humanities Collaborative Research Grant: “Comparative Practices in Community Empowerment: Bridging Cultures through Social Justice” (fall 2012)
· Diversity Committee, Roger Williams University

· Asian Studies Committee, Roger Williams University

· Member of Critical Dialogues (interdisciplinary faculty group) Roger Williams University
· Advisory board, Trespassing Journal: An Online Journal for Trespassing Art, Science, and Philosophy, 2009-present
· Directed two independent studies in Marxist Literary and Cultural Theory, Roger Williams University, spring 2013
· Second reader and consultant for three senior thesis papers, Roger Williams University, fall/spring 2012-2013
· Ph.D. dissertation co-supervisor for Irmak Ertuna: “Avant-Garde and Politics: From Dada into Surrealism, 1919- 1931.” SUNY Binghamton, 2009-2010

· Adjunct Organizer for Professional Staff Congress (CUNY faculty union), 2006-2009
Grants and Awards

Hofstra University Center for “Race,” Culture and Social Justice 

Summer Research Grant, 2019-2020

Project title: “Rupturing the Walls of Discontent: Racialized Borders and the Political Economy of Imperial Citizenship.”

Languages
Advanced reading/speaking in Japanese; advanced reading comprehension in French and Italian; intermediate level in Spanish
Professional References (please contact starred contacts for current recommendation letters)
Margaret Case, Chair and Associate Professor of English, Roger Williams 
University, mcase@rwu.edu

Mary Ann Caws, Distinguished Professor, CUNY Graduate Center 
cawsma@aol.com
*Kanishka Chowdhury, Professor of English, University of St. Thomas


K9CHOWDHURY@stthomas.edu
Ashley Dawson, Professor of English, CUNY Graduate Center; 
adawson@gc.cuny.edu

Jackie DiSalvo, Professor of English, CUNY Graduate Center
 jdisalvo@nyc.rr.com
*Barbara Foley, Professor II of English (Emerita), Rutgers University Newark

bfoley@newark.rutgers.edu
Peter Hitchcock, Professor of English, CUNY Graduate Center; 
hitch58@comcast.net

Anthony O’Brien, Associate Professor of English (Emeritus) Queens College, 
CUNY; ajobrien@bway.net
*Jini Watson, Professor of English and Comparative Literature

New York University; jini.watson@nyu.edu
Lisa Ze-Winters, Associate Professor of English and Cultural Studies


Wayne State University; lisaze@wayne.edu
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